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There is a constant debate in our society today over the Biblical doctrine of Hell. There are an increasing number of people that do not even believe in the existence of such a place, and those that do will many times refuse to believe that there is going to be anyone inhabiting such a place. However, a complete look at the statements of Scripture gives one a radically different view on God’s determination of Hell. Within the confines of the Word, God has lain forth two distinct categories of individuals that will make up the population of this realm of darkness. 

The apostle Paul would give a twofold definition of those who would be the recipients of the vengeance of God when he wrote: “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (II The. 1:8). The two categories identified in this verse are the ones it will be our endeavor to identify at this time. 

Those that know not God. This first category of Paul’s depiction is one with which many in the religious world have wrestled for some time. For this group of people are the ones who have never come to a knowledge of God. The word “know” in this passage is defined as “to see, to know, to get a knowledge or understanding of” (Thayer). Therefore, this particular group is one which has never come to an understanding of who the true God is, and therefore have not aligned themselves with Him. 

This type of individual can be in this position in one of two ways. Either he has never heard of the true God, or the depiction of the God of the Bible has been so skewed as to be unrecognizable. Therefore, in either case, the individual does not truly know who the God of Creation is. 

An understanding of this depiction should hammer home to us the need to fulfill the commandment of Jesus in Mark 16:15 when He said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” Further admonishment can be taken from Paul when he wrote in Romans 10:14, “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?” Man will be judged according to the Word of God whether he has heard it or not. Therefore it must be our endeavor to proclaim it as far and wide as humanly possible. 

Those that obey not the Gospel. This second category described is the category into which the greater majority of individuals will fall. This category does not incorporate those who do not know God’s will, but who simply refuse to obey it. 

The individual that hears or reads the Word of God and does not take the opportunity to obey it has made themselves a part of this category. However, this category, just like the previous one, can be subdivided into two groups as well. 

There are those individuals who never obey the Gospel. They hear God’s Word and yet decide that it is in their best interest to live their lives as they see fit. Thus they separate themselves from God, never seeking to do His will, even though they know what it is. 

However, there is another group involved in this equation. These individuals are ones who are obedient to God for a while, but when it comes to certain issues or at a certain point in their lives they turn from God and refuse to obey His will. Whether it be the account of Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1-2), the church at Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-19), or any instance in between; God has warned that we are not allowed to make our own decisions as to what is acceptable. We must seek to be in full compliance with the will of God in every aspect of our lives or find ourselves facing the vengeance of our Creator on the day of judgment. 

God has specifically identified two groups of people that will find themselves facing the judgment of God on that final day. May we ever live so as not to be found in either one of them. 

