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In generations past, it has been a common system of belief that whenever something bad happens to an individual they are receiving their just rewards and must have deserved it. It did not matter what it was or how it happened, if it effected you it must have had a direct correlation to the things you had or had not done in your life. Unfortunately, this mentality still carries a great deal of weight in today’s society. Members of the body of Christ have, when confronted with possible problems in their life, responded by stating, “Look at all the blessings I have! If God was not pleased with me I would not be so blessed!” Therefore, by their reasoning, our riches, families, and blessings are all a direct correlation to the lives we lead. 

This philosophy is one which was also commonly believed in the days of Christ. Jesus would make a number of statements in response to this particular doctrine of which we must be mindful. The first statement is in Matthew 5:45, where Jesus states in the sermon on the mount, “For he maketh the sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” In this passage, Jesus affirms that there are many types of blessings which will come on both the just and the unjust. So also many types of disasters occur without it being because of the sins of that individual. It is not possible for one to affirm that the reason for a drought to take place today is because there are no servants of God in that region, nor can that statement be made concerning floods or other natural disasters. If a tornado demolishes one house but leaves the house next door standing, it is not because one family was receiving condemnation for the things they have done and the other was not. God does not bless or punish man, through nature, simply because of his deeds. If such were true, there would never be an unrighteous rich man or a righteous poor man. Jesus says God’s blessings through nature are equally dispersed, and (by implication) so also are the disasters of nature which occur on occasion. 

Jesus would further deal with this particular idea in other places. In Luke 13:2-5 Jesus responds to a piece of news which has been brought to His attention with these words: “Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, Nay: but except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay: but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Jesus, in these four verses, will seek to once and for all dispense with the idea that because something bad happened sin must be involved. Jesus shows those listening that these things are accidents which can, and do, happen to anyone without a thought to what they have done in their lives to “deserve” it. It is not possible to state that those who perish in tragedies always do so directly because of wrongdoing or sin on their part. 

Jesus will again show that God does not work in such a way in John nine. Jesus is asked by His disciples concerning a man who is born blind. They ask whether it was the man or his parents who sinned and caused this. Jesus replied, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him” (John 9:3). Jesus does not state that neither this man nor his parents had ever sinned, but that there was no sin which caused his blindness to occur. Once again, Jesus seeks to dispel the mind-set that “everything happens for a reason.” Sometimes bad things happen and there is no person at fault for it.

There was an emphasis given at the time of Christ which is still very much needed today. It is the need to emphasize that bad things can happen to good people for no apparent reason. This does not excuse wrongdoers who have bad things happen to them because they were in places they should not have been doing things they should not have done. It should, however, serve to exemplify to us the necessity of caution when proclaiming a “reason” for something occurring. Sometimes there is no reason at all. It does not mean God does not care or is not concerned for our welfare, but simply that God does allow the natural laws He set in place to govern the dominion of this earth. 

