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How many times have you seen someone try to get out of a tight situation, or maybe get something they want, by telling a half-truth, “white lie”, or a full blown lie?  This is a common occurrence and has been from the garden of Eden in Genesis 3.  This has often been accepted as acceptable as long as it doesn’t harm anyone else.  Yet what does the Bible say concerning lying?  The Bible states many things concerning this topic. 

First, it compounds problems.  One problem with lying to get out of a situation is that it only makes the situation worse.  There are many instances in which lying has only made matters worse instead of better.  When Abram and Sarai are in Egypt, 

(Gen. 12:10-20), Abram tells her to tell anyone who asks her that she is his sister. Because of this, Pharaoh will take Sarai as his wife at the recommendation of the princes of his country. God will then send plagues upon Egypt for Pharaoh having another man’s wife.  Pharaoh will then command Abram and Sarai to leave Egypt.  In this case they went down to Egypt to escape a famine, yet they are forced to leave because they lied to Pharaoh concerning the situation.  This will not be the only time that Abraham and Sarah will try this, and both times it results in them having more problems than they had before. 

Second, it corrupts trust. From Genesis 29-31 there is a constant conflict between Laban and his son-in-law Jacob. Much of that conflict comes from a distrust between the two men based upon the many different deceptions and lies that have occurred over their history. In Genesis 29, Laban deceives Jacob by having him work seven years so that he might marry Rachel, but giving him Leah instead. Because of this Jacob will have to work another seven years to receive Rachel. In chapter 30, Jacob will deceive Laban by manipulating the cattle so that the cattle that were to be the feeble and spotted were become the stronger. Because of these things we find  there is a constant distrust between these two men.  Lying has never been seen as a way to bring forth honor and trust between people. It only serves to cause problems and strife. 

Third, it condemns souls.  Lying is one of the seven things listed in Proverbs 6 as being an abomination in the eyes of the Lord. An abomination is something that is found detestable or hated. God hates lying in any form. There is no difference to Him between a “little white lie” and a “full blown lie.” All lies are just that, lies. They all carry forth the same consequences.  

John would write in Revelation 21:8, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Here, at the end of a list where He has included murderers, unbelievers and idolaters, God includes liars.  He considers lying to be just as bad as any other sin. In order to be pleasing to Him, one must strive to be as He is.  God is one who cannot lie, (Tit. 1:2).  If one is to be pleasing to Him, he must do as Eph. 4:25 states, “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another.”  Let us all strive to put away lying, and speak only those things which are true. 
