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As we begin our gospel meeting this week, it is important for us to understand why we have selected to do this. What purpose is there for such meetings? It is not simply because that’s what we have traditionally done, nor is it because that is what everyone else is doing. But there are two distinct reasons why meetings such as this are important and needful, not just for us, but for our community as well. 

They are opportunities to reach the lost. Gospel meetings are an excellent opportunity to seek to get friends, family, and neighbors to come hear the Word proclaimed. The most important facet of any endeavor is its impact upon souls and meetings are one way of opening up our doors to the community. 

However, that can only be accomplished if the community knows what is taking place. Therefore, the task falls to us to see to it that we do everything within our power to let others know concerning this event. When Jesus told His disciples, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15), they worked tediously to ensure that commandment was fulfilled. So we must do today as well. It is unfortunate that many people are willing to send large quantities of money overseas to do mission work (which is greatly needed), but they will not spend any time or money to seek to save the lost of their own community. Such an attitude should not be so. 

Paul would lay forth to the Romans the means by which man comes to obedience of the truth. He wrote: “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent?... So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:13-17). Our meetings are one opportunity for them to hear the truth proclaimed and in turn have an opportunity to obey it. 

They are opportunities to edify and encourage one another. On the flip side of the coin there is also great value in the meetings for members as well. We have before us an opportunity to be uplifted and encouraged both by God’s Word and our brethren. The word “edify” is defined by Webster as, “to enlighten or instruct so as to encourage intellectual, moral, or spiritual improvement.” Therefore, when we speak of edifying one another, it is intended to be a way of spiritual improvement and encouragement. This occurs both by the sermons presented, and the time spent with fellow members of the body of Christ. 

Paul would emphasize often the need for the edification of the body of Christ. He encouraged the Roman brethren by stating, “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace , and things wherewith one may edify another” (Rom. 14:19). Certainly meetings give us one medium by which such can occur. Another passage in which Paul gives such an emphasis is Ephesians 4:14-16, where he writes: “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” Here Paul is emphasizing the fact that the entire body has a role to play and a job to do. Such can be seen when the body assembles to worship. 

However, it is impossible for such to occur if we are not present to participate. We cannot encourage one another, nor can we encourage those outside of Christ to do what is right. Therefore, we would implore you to do everything possible to make this meeting a success both by your presence and your participation. 

