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The third city of the seven to which the letter of Revelation is addressed is the city of Pergamos (Pergamum). Once the capital of the kingdom of Pergamum, it was later enveloped into the Grecian and Roman empires. Located fifteen miles inland from the Mediterranean Sea, it was then made the capital of the province of Asia under Roman rule and was made one of the chief cities of the region.

This city was one which was contained one of the great learning centers of the ancient world. It had a library of over 200,000 volumes, second only to the library of Alexandria in Egypt. It was the location of the creation of parchment, which allowed many documents to be maintained far longer and in better condition than papyrus scrolls. Because of these things, and others, the city became the cultural center of Asia Minor. 

However, this city also had another characteristic. It was described by the Lord in the letter to Pergamos as the place “where Satan’s seat is” (Rev. 2:13). As one author put it, “The Christian’s at Pergamos lived in hell’s headquarters.” There were many pagan temples in the city of Pergamos. They included temples to the Greek gods Zeus, the chief of gods, Dionysius, the god of wine, Athena, the goddess of wisdom, and Asklepios, the god of medicine. But beyond those temples there were also three temples ascribed to emperor’s of the Roman empire. Because of these temples to the Caesar’s, the city received the nickname “the three new lords.”

In these places of idolatry stood great opposition to the things which the doctrine of Christ taught. This opposition would not only be philosophical, but physical and political as well. For this reason, there was a great deal of persecution of the church in Pergamos. In fact we even have account given by the Lord of one man losing his life for His beliefs (Rev. 2:13).  

Even in this environment, though problems were present with some in the congregation at Pergamos at the writing of the book of Revelation, there was still a group of people who were seeking to do right and to uphold the will of God. May we always understand the ability of God’s Word to flourish even under the most difficult of circumstances. 

