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Inevitably it is the case that, whenever a decision needs to be made, there is a discussion as to the best way to do things. Depending on the decision, and the importance thereof, tempers may flair, discussions arise, and opinions bloom. Everyone has their two cents worth as to the best way to move forward in a matter and rarely are there any two opinions which are exactly alike. 

It is unfortunate that, many times, people seek to bring the same approach to the things of God. Every time religion is discussed they will express that one opinion is simply as good as another, and since that is the case, their opinion is the best way and does not need to be changed. It is because of this basic line of reasoning that one can look about them today and see every type of religious organization teaching every possible style of belief. However, the Bible gives us a very different answer to the question of how one is to answer the question of what is the “best way.” 

Peter wrote, “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever” (1 Pet. 4:11). Peter emphasizes the fact that, if one speaks he is to speak according to the Word of God. This rules out any ability for anyone to insert their own thoughts and opinions as to what is best. If everyone would hold to this single basic principle, much of the division and misunderstanding in the religious world would dissipate. 

People can know the Scriptures are the final authority in all things because all Scripture is inspired of God (2 Tim. 3:16), and was given to men by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21). Because of this, men can know that God has given them exactly what they need when it comes to interpreting the Scriptures and applying them to life. This revelation does not only extend to those things of an inherently “religious” nature. Peter wrote that God has extended to us, “all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue” (II Pet. 1:3). Therefore, it does not matter whether one is considering a moral, family, religious, or social issue; God has laid forth in His Will everything that is needed to come to an adequate conclusion. 

The reason for God not leaving the decision of the “best way” to man is very simple. Isaiah wrote, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9). God knows what is best for mankind, and has set a standard that we might know and understand that which is best as well. For if man is left to his own devices, it would be the same now as it was in the days of the Judges, when “every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Jud. 17:6). Even though there are many today which still grasp firmly to that attitude, Solomon dissolved all illusions associates with such an approach when he wrote, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Pro. 16:25). 

When it comes to deciding which way man will go, it is not a matter of opinion or popularity which is to be the deciding factor in our decisions. It is either God’s way or the wrong way! Such holds true in matters of worship, salvation, doctrine, and everyday life. 

Jesus admonished those present at the sermon on the mount with these words: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Mat. 7:13-14). The best way is God’s way, for it is the only way which will lead us home. 

