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It is easily recognized in today’s society that man has not erected idols of gold or silver at which he bows. Though there are religious groups around the world which still retain and formulate idols which they worship, most religious groups in our country are not among them. Therefore, it is easy to assume that God’s commands concerning abstinence from idols is not needed in our day and time. However, such could not be further from the truth. Many today have idols which they “worship,” they are simply idols of a different nature. 

The term “idol” can be defined in more than one way. Consider Webster’s definition, “An image, form or representation, usually of a man or other animal, consecrated as an object of worship; a pagan deity. Idols are usually statues or images, carved out of wood or stone, or formed of metals, particularly silver or gold.” This definition certainly fits the idolatry in the world at the time the Bible was given, and also the forms of worship offered by some throughout the world today. However, this is not Webster’s only definition, in another definition of this word he states, “Any thing on which we set our affections; that to which we indulge an excessive and sinful attachment.” In other words, anything which one allows to come between them and God is an idol. This is the exact mentality God is seeking to dispel in the first of the ten commandments, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Exo. 20:3). Though we often apply this only to other “god-like beings” people try to worship, God does not use that delineation until the second commandment (Exo. 20:4-5). In verse three, God is specifically telling Israel they are not to put anything before God. 

It is this form of idolatry to which many in the world today (and even some in the church) bow. As they seek after “life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness,” they do not leave enough room for God. God recognized this very problem in Israel as well. God would tell Ezekiel, “Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be enquired of at all by them?” (Eze. 14:3). Israel had not set up idols outwardly, but instead had them in their hearts. Their hearts were not focused on serving God, they were focused on other things in life. It is interesting to note that these were individuals who were still coming to sit at the feet of Ezekiel to hear the word of the Lord proclaimed. Yet they had allowed things to come between them and God. 

One can allow the same thing to occur today if he or she is not constantly aware of where they are placing the emphasis of their lives. It is very easy for one to lose  focus and to make other matters the most important in life above our Creator. Consider some ways this can be done. 

Jesus warned that one who placed family before God would not be considered acceptable in the sight of God (Mat. 10:37). Therefore, if one places the wishes and desires of family above service to God, that person has placed an idol in their hearts which will be a stumblingblock to their salvation. This is not to say family is not important as far as God is concerned. But the family relationship must  be understood and nurtured by a love of God and a willingness to fulfill His commandments. 

One can also place idols in their heart by having more desire for the things of this world than for the things of God. This type of idol can be placed in one’s heart by a number of different things. When one’s job becomes more important than service to God, or sporting events take precedent to seeking after Him, that person has placed an idol in their heart. When one is more concerned with having all the luxuries of life, or their focus of life is placed squarely upon themselves, they have erected an idol in their heart. 

There are many ways one can place modern day idols in their heart, but there is only one way to keep them out. Jesus said, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Mat. 6:33).

