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In the religious world there are many different views as to what worship is and whether it is important. This question is one which is important, not just in defining what worship is, but the role that it plays in our lives. As one considers this question of worship, the terminology must first be defined. Worship is defined as, “Reverent honor and homage paid to God or a sacred personage, or to any object regarded as sacred; formal or ceremonious rendering of such honor and homage” (Webster). Therefore, as one considers this topic, it is important to understand that any occasion at which the people of God come together to praise and glorify Him is a time of worship. Therefore, the times under consideration include Sunday morning, Sunday night, Wednesday night, singings, etc.  We must include all of this as we consider the answer, because the answer remains the same for each of these occasions. As we consider the answer to this question, let us consider three areas by which this question must be answered. 

God considers it important. The first being that should be given consideration in all things is God. God expects us to worship Him, and Him alone (Exo. 34:14). Our worship to Him is described as glory that is due His name (Psa. 29:2). God expects us to pay the proper homage and respect to our Creator, and He has given us the way by which He wishes that homage to be accomplished. Therefore, it is a very important facet of our lives as far as God is concerned.

The early church considered it important. In the first century the church came together often to fellowship with each other and to offer praise to God (Acts 2:44-47). It was of the greatest importance to take the time out of life to pay homage to Deity. Paul states that as “the circumcision, we worship in the spirit, and rejoice in Jesus Christ, and have no confidence in the flesh” (Phi. 3:3). As Christians, the early church sought to worship God only by His commands, thereby doing so “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). Worship and service was a very important part of the everyday life of a Christian. 

Do we find worship important? The final answer which must be given is one which comes from each of us. Do we find worship to be an important part of our lives? Or is it simply a menial task which we either dread or ignore as we see fit? Our attitude and presence says a great deal about our feelings for God and His Word. We should be ones who have the attitude of the Psalmist when he wrote, “I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1). 

Is worship important? Most certainly. The true question is whether or not we are willing to recognize, accept it, and set our priorities by it. For that answer has eternal implications. 

