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One of the greatest opportunities afforded us as members of the body of Christ is the ability to sing praises unto the God who both created us and saved us. Paul wrote, “I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also” (1 Cor. 14:15). Though one must understand Paul is dealing specifically with the aspect of the miraculous songs given the first century church, there is also great application to us today. 

Within the pages of our songbooks are some of the most glorious and beautiful words of praise and adoration to be placed before the throne of God. They deal with every facet of life and spirituality. Some songs come directly from Scripture (Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah); some from an individual’s experiences in life (It Is Well With My Soul); some are songs describing the beauty of Heaven (In The Land Of Fadeless Day); and some are songs of humble prayer (Be With Me Lord). Yet in all the different types of songs which we sing there is one common factor to be found: the words. 

We are to sing with the spirit (1 Cor. 14:15; John 4:24), in doing so focusing all our thoughts and emphasis upon what we are singing. But we are to also sing in truth, putting an emphasis upon the words that we sing to make sure they are scriptural in nature. The song with the most beautiful melody to be found can be utterly worthless if the words are unscriptural. Likewise, the most scriptural song in the songbook can be made useless if the singer has not inclined his heart toward the wording of it. Only in joining both ends of the equation can a scripturally harmonious outcome be reached. 

Paul stated emphatically, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:18-19). In this admonition Paul declared that we are to communicate one to another with song. In Colossians 3:16 Paul states that we are to be “teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs....” If we are to sing as God would have us, it must be done audibly; it must be such that one’s whole being is seeking to communicate to the other participants through the words of the song; and the words being sung must be in accordance with Scripture.

May we ever be ones who can stand and say “I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.” Ever knowing the impact which the words we sing can have, both upon us individually, those gathered collectively, and (most importantly) the true audience of all worship, the Lord God of Heaven. 

