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There is a question which, in my experience, constantly arises from the lips of those outside the body of Christ. It is sometimes asked with sincerity, and at other times asked as a way to alleviate the pressures individuals feel from the truth of God’s Word. Nevertheless, it is a question which we must be able to answer in a complete way if we are to convince others of the truth. That question is, “How do we know what we believe is the truth?” It is exactly this type of question to which Peter referred when he wrote, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15). We can know that what we believe is the truth, and we must if we are to have true faith in God and His Word. 

Our ability to know that what we believe is true is based upon a number of factors. The foundation of our ability to have full confidence in our beliefs stems from the backing of our beliefs with direct scriptural evidence from God’s Word. Were it not for the Bible, man would be lost as to the expectations of his Creator in regard to life and worship. Within the Scriptures is the blueprint for every facet of life (II Pet. 1:3). The question is, will we allow God to speak for himself, or will we make assumptions as to what will be acceptable? Far too many in today’s world, and some even within the church, find themselves accepting the latter. 

Paul wrote, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him” (Col. 3:17). To do something “in the name of the Lord Jesus” does not mean that we simply mean that we are doing it for His glory. Rather, it is making sure we have the authority of Jesus and the ability to invoke His name in support of the action based upon the Scriptures. Hence, our certainty in our beliefs relies immensely upon our ability to authorize our beliefs and actions through the Scriptures, not traditions and edicts of man. 

Our full confidence in our beliefs is also derived from an understanding of context. So many denominational false doctrines have their root in one of two things: 1) A misapplication of a direct context of Scripture, or 2) Misapplying an Old Testament text in regard to a New Testament command. Both of these mistakes are grievous, and will cause a misapplication of the Scriptures and a breeding of false teaching. Therefore, it is imperative that we have a working knowledge of the context when proving our beliefs. As Paul wrote, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 

The assurance of a member of the body of Christ that what he/she believes is true comes not from feelings or manuals of mankind. It is instead the offspring of a study of the Word of God in a comprehensive way. Accepting and applying the truths of the holy, inspired Scriptures in such a way as to prove that we are “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people” (1 Pet. 2:9), and as such we hold His Word with the utmost respect and honor. 

