DESTROYING THE BIBLE
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It is said that there are more ways than one to skin a cat; there are also more ways than one to destroy the Bible. Jeremiah prophesied in a time of apostasy and warned Israel (and occasionally Judah) of pending destruction which was coming upon it because the leaders and prophets, as well as the people, had abandoned the word of God and had committed adultery with stones and with stocks (Jer. 3:9). That is, they had turned from the living God and His revelation to dead gods (gods made of stones and sticks) which could not speak. An indication of the extent of their departure can be gleaned from the incident where king Jehoiakim cut to pieces and burned the scroll containing the Lord’s words through Jeremiah. “Now the king sat in the winter house in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him. And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth” (Jer. 36:22-23). 

It is sad to read of such disrespect for the word of God among the leaders of Israel, but the next verse is even sadder. It says, “Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.” What we have revealed here is a reprobate attitude – the king cut to pieces and burned the word of God and yet none of them were afraid; none of them feared the terrible consequences which must follow such irreverence and disrespect for the holy. How far they had departed from the days of yore when God had brought them out of Egypt, across the Red Sea, through the wilderness, over the Jordan, and placed them safely in the land which flowed with milk and honey. What a sad commentary on a nation so blessed by divine love to have to say that it no longer feared God nor trembled at the destruction of His word. 

But are the majority of men different in our day? Not in the least. While they do not destroy the Bible by literally cutting it to pieces and burning it (even Catholicism has discontinued this vile practice), they do so by false interpretation and application, by denying its inspiration and inerrancy, by changing and modifying its doctrines, by substituting eisegesis for exegesis, by adding to or taking from its holy teaching for the purpose of making it fit the creeds and doctrines of men, by applying the historical-critical method while ignoring the historical-grammatical approach, by practicing what it does not teach rather than to limit themselves to doing only what it says, by making it conflict in its doctrine of grace and its doctrine of obedience, by seeing it as only a human record of historical events, by changing it to fit man’s desires rather than accepting it as filling his needs, and by a thousand other ways of rejecting it for the purpose of replacing its divine teaching with the systems of men. This method of destruction is usually more effective than destruction by knife and fire. 
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