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All one has to do is look at the religious section of newspapers and news-websites every couple of weeks and one can see new claims made by an individual that they have seen God, an angel, or some sort of heavenly being that delivered a message to them. This is by no means something new, these claims have been made for centuries. They have been used by people to gain everything from notoriety to power and prestige. But what does the Bible teach concerning such things? Could a  man see God? 

From the very beginning of a study of God’s Word the evidence mounts that for a man to physically see God is impossible and has never occurred. John wrote, “No man hath seen God at any time” (John 1:18). This means that God had not been seen with the eyes of man from the foundation of the world until the time of the writing of the book of John. 

This statement alone causes a great deal of trouble for those who claim to see God today, but all one has to do is look at the evidence and see that John is exactly correct. Consider the following examples of men “seeing” God. One of the instances most often referenced, even by members of the body of Christ, is God walking in the garden of Eden with Adam. However, a close examination of the text does not bring to bear the depiction of many in this regard. Notice Genesis 3:8, “And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.” They did not hear God walking in the garden, rather, they heard His voice. It was His voice moving through the garden which they heard, not the physical footsteps of the Creator. 

When God appeared to Moses, He did not appear to him in the form of a physical being, but through a medium: the burning bush (Exo. 3:1-5). On many other occasions Moses saw God reveal Himself through various mediums, but never in a personal, physical form. Thus John’s statement is true when he says no man has seen God.

Why is it that no man has seen our Creator in His true form? John will answer this question as well when he writes “God is a spirit” (John 4:24). Just as man cannot see the spirit departing the body of a loved one who dies, so they cannot see God with their physical eyes. The spiritual cannot be seen with the physical. It is for this reason that Paul emphasizes that the resurrection at the end of time will not be of the physical body, but the bringing forth of the spiritual members which are awaiting judgment (I Cor. 15:42-54). 

There is one final question which needs to be asked. Though a man cannot see God in a literal, physical sense, is it possible for one to see God in any way, shape, or form? The answer is undeniably yes. Paul wrote concerning Jesus, “For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell” (Col. 1:19), and again, “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). These two passages show that when man saw the Christ, He saw everything that was necessary to see God. Jesus embodied the desires, attitude, and authority of the Godhead. Therefore, when man sees Christ (whether physically in the first century or today through the Scriptures) he sees God. 

It is with these beautiful thoughts that we come to the understanding that God does not have to be a mystery to mankind. For the man who is truly willing to seek after Him, He can and will be found. May it ever be our endeavor to see God as He would have us see Him. 

