ARE WE ASHAMED?
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Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words defines “ashamed” as, “to have a feeling of fear or shame which prevents a person from doing a thing.” Therefore, to be “ashamed” means to be too fearful to do something. 

Paul declared, “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ” (Rom. 1:16). We often repeat these words in our Bible classes and before other members of the church. They are the words which allow us to “show forth” how truly righteous we are and how knowledgeable we are of God’s Word. However, in accordance with the old adage “actions speak louder than words,” one must answer a question: do our actions match our words? For the simple statement “I am not ashamed” is of no value. It is whether one follows through with their statements which is important. Let us consider the question “are we ashamed?” from two distinct vantage points. 

What did this statement mean for Paul? In verse fifteen of Romans one, Paul will show the prevailing reason for his making such a statement. There he writes, “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.” Paul had stated in verse thirteen that he had tried to come to them a number of times before, but had been led to other places to preach to the Gentiles. Therefore, Paul had sought an opportunity to visit these brethren and to preach to them the Gospel of Christ. 

Paul had a deep desire to impart before those in Rome (both Christian and non-Christian) the Gospel. But why was this such a yearning for Paul? That answer is found at the conclusion of verse sixteen. Paul states, “for it (the Gospel) is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Paul knew that he held within the words of the Gospel the power of God to bring man to salvation. It did not require flashy speeches or entertaining paraphernalia, but the pure and simple word of God was sufficient for the task. Paul proved, both by his statements and actions, that he was not ashamed of the Gospel, but rather held it as a wonderful treasure to be shared with others. He was not afraid of what they would think or how they would react to his message. For he understood what the purpose of the Gospel was. 

 What does this statement mean for us? In our society today, it is very easy for one to stand up and say that they are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. However, even under the best of circumstances one sometimes finds it difficult to follow through with the profession of their faith in God’s Word. It is very easy for one to say they are not ashamed when standing in the midst of those who have similar beliefs. It becomes far more difficult, however, to do so among those who do not share our beliefs. But if we truly believe that the power is in the Gospel, and not in ourselves, we will have the confidence necessary to proclaim it to others. It is when we become so afraid of how others might react that we say nothing that we have become ashamed of the Gospel. 

As Christians, we cannot be ones who are afraid of what others might think of us. If we have truly proven all things and held fast to that which is good (I The. 5:21), then we must be those who seek to help others to do the same. It is not enough to simply state that we are not ashamed, we must show it. Only by doing so will the true Gospel of Christ be proclaimed. 

Many will go and proclaim a “version” of the Gospel which is so watered down as to be unrecognizable. Some do this out of ignorance, some out of spite, but many because it is simply easier. Such individuals are ashamed of the truth of the Gospel, because they know the pure word is an unpopular one. 

Are we ashamed of the Gospel of Christ? It is my prayer that the answer is no. There are many in the religious world today who will seek to intimidate us into compromise. In answer we must stand firm with the Gospel, for it alone is God’s power to save.  

