A Congregation of Smyrnians!
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Of all the congregations mentioned among the seven churches of Asia, there is one which should cause every reader to think within themselves, “I want to be part of a congregation like that!” The church at Smyrna was one of only two congregations of which nothing negative is said. However, it is the only one with a glowing positive report. 

These people were diligent in the works commanded, defiant in the face of persecution, and defenders of the one true God. They lived in a city where it was far more prevalent to worship man than to worship God. In many ways, it is not so different from our society today. But these faithful saints of God were unwilling to dispense with the doctrine of Christ to obtain popularity with the people. 

This is the type of congregation I of which I want to be a part. It should be the type of congregation of which we all want to be a part. However, there is only one way that situation can transpire. It can only happen if each of us, both individually and collectively, are working daily to ensure our works and attitudes are geared in the proper direction. May it ever be our endeavor to have a congregation of Smyrnians in the sight of Almighty God.

